
One Water Plan Coyote Watershed 
Water Quality  

Brett Calhoun  Associate Water Resources Specialist 

  



| 

Brief History  
 

Native American land management (<1750-1820) 

Spring and fall migration patterns 

Spanish, missions and farming (1777-1834) 

Ranching and Mexico (1812-1848) 

United States  (see 1869 map) 

Orchards –land of hearts delight (1850-1980) peak 1935 

Urbanization 1840 – in to the future 

 

Historical Ecology Figure IV-2 
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From the air or from any vantage point overlooking the area, the traveler, 
as he glances long enough to scan the view, cannot help being inwardly 
inspired by what he sees spread out before him-ocean, mountains, 
valleys, winding streams, and the controlling arms of San Francisco Bay.  
Clustered about the bay-a useful silent barrier that has challenged 
civilization since its earliest day-small towns and great cities arrange 
themselves to fit nature’s environment. The constant roar of traffic, on the 
ground and in the air, does not let the observer forget for a moment that 
man’s gluttonous feast on nature in this day and age never ceases until 
the supply is exhausted; but this magnificent scene, through it may 
change slightly in its details from time to time, will provide permanent 
inspiration and enjoyment.   

 

• Olaf P. Jenkins, Chief, Divisions of Mines, Ferry Building, 
San Francisco October 10, 1951 
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Quote from the Geologic Guidebook of the San Francisco Bay Counties  

Why do we care about water quality?  
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Water Quality Changes 

Hills 
Diablo Range geology (faulting  Hayward Fault, Calaveras Fault, drainage 
pattern changes)  

Sediment ranching &upland farming 

Illegal Dumping  

Valley 
Sausals, & Sewage, pesticides, meat packing, farming and orchard runoff, etc. 
(other non-point sources) 

Urban pollutants, oils, pesticides, fertilizers, metals, industrial wastes, trash, flood 
control impacts  

Ground water over draft, Subsidence 1950s and 1960s and changes to stream 
function and water quality.  

Baylands 
Trash 

Urban Pollutants continued 

 

Past and current conditions. 
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21st Century Challenges and Solutions (Safe 
Clean Water)  

Future possibilities and goals  
Municipal Regional Permit 2.0 

Illegal Dumping 

Trash and litter (plastics) (SCW B-1) 

Pathogens (SCW B-2) 

Stream corridor encampments (SCW B-1) 

Fertilizers-algal blooms SCW B-2, public outreach 

Changing weather patterns and hydrologic conditions 

Green infrastructure, Low Impact Development 

Existing infrastructure retro fits (think Thompson Creek) 

Harmful Algal Blooms (HAM) Cyanobacteria 
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Trash Map  

Trash Raft mapping Coming to Coyote 

Creek in September 2016 

See Guadalupe Map on easel.   

Sources and pathways map  
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