
Objective  Attributes  Metrics Targets 
E: Expanded 
and protected 
buffer lands 
adjacent to 
water bodies 

E.1 Buffer and landscape 
context: areas bordering 
channels, wetlands, lakes, the 
bay and reservoirs 
throughout the county 
provide protection from 
stress and disturbance 
CRAM provides specific metric 
assessment directions for riverine, 
depressional and estuarine areas, with 
separate measurable scoreable 
parameters 

E.1.1 Stream corridor continuity (CRAM metric A1M1)  
Assesses spatial association with other areas of 
aquatic resources. Referred to as stream corridor 
continuity for riverine wetlands and nearby aquatic 
area abundance for estuarine and depressional 
wetlands (both freshwater and estuarine) 
*Note: repeated in flood and habitat objectives (D, G) 

 

E.1.2 Abundance, width and conditions of buffer area 
(CRAM metric A1M2) 
The buffer is the adjoining area that is in a natural or 
semi-natural state and currently not dedicated to 
anthropogenic uses that would severely detract from 
its ability to entrap contaminants, discourage forays 
into the area by people and non-native predators, or 
otherwise protect the area from stress and 
disturbance. This includes three submetrics (A) percent 
with buffer, (B) average buffer width, and (C) buffer 
conditions (both freshwater and estuarine) 
*Note: repeated in flood and habitat objectives (D, G) 

 

 E.2 Protected and Preserved 
Priority Buffer areas 
Assessing success in expanding and 
improving important buffers over time 

E.2.1 Acres of priority buffer land protected or 
acquired 
Measuring the District’s proactive efforts to 
prioritize and protect near-water lands 

Tied to Valley 
HCP at 
minimum 

 E.3 Landscape-scale continuity of 
riparian corridor network 
How continuous are the riparian 
corridors along the stream network? 

E.3.1 Percent of total network length with continuous 
riparian corridor on either channel side (e.g., 
with gap size < 100 m) 
Well-connected riparian corridors provide 
necessary migration pathways for a variety of 
wildlife species and improve bank stability while 
providing woody debris and other allochthanous 

 



 

inputs and helping to moderate stream water 
temperatures 


