
 

Objective  Attributes  Metrics Targets 
F: Stream 
flows support 
natural 
processes 

F.1 Stream flows that 
support a healthy 
aquatic habitat and 
appropriate 
geomorphic processes 
The CRAM* hydrology attribute 
measures the extent of 
departure of observed 
conditions from a reference 
condition 
 
*California Rapid Assessment 
Method (for wetlands) 

F.1.1 Water source (CRAM metric A2M1) 
Water sources directly affect the extent, duration, and frequency of the 
hydrological dynamics within a wetland area. Water sources include 
direct inputs of water into the area as well as any diversions of water 
from the area. Diversions are considered a water source because they 
affect the ability of the area to function as a source of water for other 
habitats while also directly affecting the hydrologic regime of the area. 
Inputs of water affecting conditions during the dry season are especially 
important because they strongly influence the structure and composition 
of wetland plant and animal communities.The Water Source metric 
therefore focuses on conditions that affect dry season hydrology 
*Note: repeated in habitats (G.2.1) 

 

F.1.2 Frequency and duration of flow; riverine channel stability 
(CRAM metric A2M2) 
For riverine systems, the patterns of increasing and decreasing flows that 
are associated with storms, releases of water from dams, seasonal 
variations in rainfall, or longer term trends in peak flow, base flow, and 
average flow are very important. The patterns of flow, in conjunction with 
the size, composition, and amount of sediment that the flow carries or 
deposits, largely determine the form of riverine systems, including their 
floodplains, and thus also control their ecological functions.   
*Note: see habitats (G.2.2)  for estuarine and depressional wetlands 

 

F.1.3 Hydrologic connectivity (CRAM metric A2M3) 
Hydrologic connectivity describes the ability of water to flow into or out of 
the wetland (creek), or to accommodate rising flood waters without 
dramatic changes in water level, which can result in stress to wetland 
(creek) plants and animals. 
*Note: repeated in habitats (G.2.3) 

 

  Managed streamflows 
that balance 
environmental and 
water supply needs 

F.1.4 Compliance with all requirements and permits related to 
water rights licenses issued by the State Water Resources 
Control Board and the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, for diversions and releases affecting creek flows 
Creeks may be used to convey or infiltrate water for water supply and 
groundwater recharge. Stream flows are managed in a comprehensive 
program under existing agreements with regulatory agencies to balance 
fish and wildlife requirements with the water supply needs of the 
community. 

Full 
compliance 


