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The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP or Program)1 and the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) are developing a Storm Water Resource Plan (SWRP) for the 
Santa Clara Basin within Santa Clara County. The development of the SWRP will be coordinated with the 
District’s current efforts to develop its Integrated Water Resources Master Plan, called the One Water 
Plan. 

What is a Storm Water Resource Plan? 

Traditional approaches to storm water management include implementing best management practices 
to reduce urban runoff pollutants, and provide measures to treat runoff from private and public 
development projects before it enters the storm drain system. A new approach to storm water 
management is to recognize storm water as a resource, and implement multi-benefit Green 
Infrastructure projects.  These projects use vegetation, soils, and natural processes to capture runoff, 
reduce the quantity of pollutants and runoff entering the storm drain system, help recharge ground 
water, prevent flooding, and result in other ecological and community benefits. 

A Storm Water Resource Plan is a document that describes the local watershed, identifies water quality 
issues, and uses a metrics-based approach to identify local and regional Green Infrastructure (GI) 
projects that can be implemented to improve local surface water quality through enhanced storm water 
management. 

Storm Water Resource Plan and Permit Requirements 

The Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP) requires each SCVURPPP Co-permittee to develop and 
implement a long-term GI Plan that describes how the agency will identify and implement local GI 
projects. The SWRP will support these GI Plans by identifying and prioritizing multi-benefit GI projects 
throughout the Santa Clara Basin. The main products of the SWRP will include:  

 A map of opportunity areas for runoff capture and use throughout the basin on a watershed 
basis;  

 An initial prioritized list of potential multi-benefit GI projects; and  

 Strategies for implementation of these and future projects.  

Further, since only projects that are included in a storm water 
resource plan are eligible to receive State bond funding for 
implementation, projects identified in the Santa Clara Basin SWRP 
will be able to receive future grant funding. 
 

Geographical Boundaries 
The area that will be addressed by the SWRP comprises portions of 
the Santa Clara Basin and the Alameda Creek Watershed that are 
within the boundaries of Santa Clara County. This area drains to the 
San Francisco Bay and fully encompasses 13 local cities and towns, 
and four major sub-watersheds, including Coyote Creek, Guadalupe 
River, West Valley and Lower Peninsula watershed areas, in 
addition to the Baylands area.  
 

 
                                                           
1 SCVURPPP is an association of thirteen cities and towns in Santa Clara Valley, the County of Santa Clara, and the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District (Co-permittees) that share a common NPDES Municipal Regional Permit (MRP) to discharge stormwater to 
South San Francisco Bay. 
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SWRP Development Budget 
The development of the SWRP is being funded by a Prop 1 grant from the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) to the District. The total amount of available grant funding is $471,708. 
SCVURPPP and its Co-permittees are providing an in-kind match of $473,125. 

SWRP Development Team 
The SWRP will be developed by staff from SCVURPPP and the District, as well as technical consultants as 
needed for specified tasks. A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) consisting of participants from Co-
permittee agencies, US EPA (Region 9), SWRCB, San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
and Stanford University will provide technical support for SWRP development. 

Stakeholder Involvement  
The SWRP development process will include active stakeholder involvement. Stakeholders will be 
solicited from diverse local organizations, including not-for-profits, open space districts, and water 
supply/quality agencies. Stakeholder meetings will be held to solicit stakeholder input. In addition, one 
or more public workshops will be held to obtain feedback from the public on the draft SWRP.  

 
SWRP Development Process 

The following key tasks will be implemented to develop the SWRP: 

 Collect existing information, related plans, hydrologic and hydrogeologic data, design 
criteria, and available GIS data needed for evaluating watersheds and identifying/prioritizing 
potential projects. 

 Evaluate hydrologic/hydraulic models, water quality models, and other GIS-based decision 
support tools to select the appropriate tools and modeling approach to identify projects, 
conduct the metrics-based benefit analyses to prioritize projects, and track project 
implementation.  

 Develop a process for identifying and prioritizing potential project opportunities using a 
metrics-based analysis of project benefits. Use this approach to identify potential multi-
benefit project opportunities.  

 Screen the identified potential projects further for feasibility of construction and potential 
for runoff volume reduction/capture and pollutant load reduction. 

 Apply the selected models and tools to the list of potential projects to quantify runoff 
capture (water supply benefit) and pollutant removal effectiveness (water quality benefit). 
Analyze the  list of potential projects further for additional benefits, such as: 
creating/restoring wetlands and/or riparian habitat; providing instream flows; increasing 
park and recreation lands and recreation opportunities; providing urban green space; 
increasing tree canopy; reducing heat island effect; improving air quality; and maximizing 
flood management. The outcome of this task will be a prioritized list of multi-benefit 
projects. 

 Develop conceptual project designs for up to 10 selected high priority projects.  

 Develop an implementation strategy. It will include a method for tracking and reporting the 
implementation of priority projects. 

 The Final SWRP Document will be completed and submitted to the SWRCB by December 2018. 

 

This fact sheet was developed by the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP). 
For more information, visit www.scvurppp.org 
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