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Objective  Attributes  Metrics Targets 

B: Sustainable 
groundwater 
subbasins 

B.1 Sufficient groundwater 
supplies to optimize water 
supply reliability (E-2.1.1) 
Groundwater storage is a critical 
consideration in water supply reliability and 
is the county’s best protection against 
drought or other facility outage 

B.1.1 End of year groundwater storage (OM 2.1.1.a,b,c) 
The end of year groundwater storage is projected to 
support operational decisions, including the timing and 
location of reservoir releases and managed recharge. 

Total of 300,000 
AF: 278,000 AF 
in the Santa 
Clara Plain; 
5,000 AF in the 
Coyote Valley; 
and 17,000 AF 
in the Llagas 
Subbasin  (OM 
2.1.1.a, b, and 
c)  

B.2 Groundwater levels 
maintained to minimize 
subsidence (E-2.1.1) 
The avoidance of land subsidence is a major 
driver for the District given the extremely 
high costs associated with damaged 
infrastructure, reduced carrying capacity of 
flood control structures, and potential salt 
water encroachment into fresh water 
aquifers. 

B.2.1 Groundwater levels at subsidence index wells 
(OM 2.1.1.d) 
Threshold groundwater levels have been established in 
index wells to monitor threat of subsidence The District 
has established an acceptable subsidence rate of no 
more than 0.01 feet per year on average. 

100% of 
subsidence 
index wells 
w/GW levels 
above 
thresholds (OM 
2.1.1.d) 

B.3 Groundwater is protected 
from contamination, 
including saltwater intrusion 
(E-2.1.1) (repeated in C.3) 
 Preventing groundwater contamination is 
more cost effective than cleaning up 
polluted groundwater, a process that can 
take many decades 

B.3.1 Water supply wells meet primary drinking water 
standards (OM 2.1.1.e, f) 
Percentage of water supply wells that meet all primary 
Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) 

95% of water 
supply wells 
meet primary 
drinking water 
standards, 
countywide 
(OM 2.1.1.e, f) 
and 90% of 
South County 
wells meet 
Basin Plan 
agricultural 
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objectives (OM 
2.1.1.g) 

B.3.2 Trends in concentrations of nitrate, chloride and 
total dissolved solids in index wells (OM 2.1.1.g) 
Long-term trends in groundwater quality for nitrate, 
chloride, and TDS using ten years of data from both 
water supply and dedicated monitoring wells.  

90% wells show 
stable or 
decreasing 
concentrations 
of nitrate, 
chloride, TDS     
(OM 2.1.1.g) 


