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Objective  Attributes  Metrics Targets 

E: Expanded 
and protected 
buffer lands 
adjacent to 
water bodies 

E.1 Buffer and landscape 
context: areas bordering 
channels, wetlands, lakes, the 
bay and reservoirs 
throughout the county 
provide protection from 
stress and disturbance 
CRAM provides specific metric 
assessment directions for riverine, 
depressional and estuarine areas, with 
separate measurable scoreable 
parameters 

E.1.1 Stream Corridor Continuity, and Abundance, 
width, and condition of stream buffer 
Stream Corridor Continuity considers breaks in 
the upstream and downstream riparian corridor, 
and how those breaks might negatively affect the 
transmission of water and sediment, the shading 
of the channel, and the stability of the banks. It 
also considers how wildlife use the riparian 
corridor, including providing habitat, allowing for 
migration, and providing protection and cover. 
Buffer is the area adjacent to the stream that 
protects it from stress and disturbance. This 
metric considers three aspects of buffer 9CRAM 
sub-metrics): the percent of the stream edges that 
have buffer, the width of the buffer, and the 
condition of the buffer. 

Increase and/or 
maintain CRAM 
Buffer and 
Landscape 
Context 
Attribute scores 
in streams so 
that all CRAM 
assessments (at 
the site level) 
achieve Buffer 
and Landscape 
Context scores 
>75.00 over the 
next 50 years. 

E.2 Protected and Preserved 
Priority Buffer areas 
Assessing success in expanding and 
improving important buffers over time 

E.2.1 Acres of priority buffer land protected or 
acquired 
Measuring the District’s proactive efforts to 
prioritize and protect near-water lands 

Achieve 3,400 
acres of 
protected land 
for Mainstem, 
and 5,600 acres 
of protected 
land for 
tributaries. 

E.3 Landscape-scale continuity of 
riparian corridor network 
How continuous are the riparian 
corridors along the stream network? 

E.3.1 Riparian: Channel length with continuous 
riparian forest, by functional riparian width class   
Measure lengths in meters at each width class. 
Length is calculated for continuous corridors with 
longitudinal gaps less than 100m.*Note: Repeated 
in Resilient Habitats Objective (G.1.2) and Climate 
Change Objective (H.4.1) 

Mainstem: does 
not decrease 
from current 
value; 
Tributaries: 
Increases from 
40% to 60%, 
focused on 
tributaries with 
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critical habitat 
for species 
dependent on a 
healthy riparian 
ecosystem 


